GATEWAY   TO   GREATNESS
unwilling to raise money by adding to the already heavy burden
of taxation.    He doubted also whether Ceuta, " being so far re-
moved from us ", could be defended once it had been taken.   He
also entertained grave doubts concerning the goodwill of neigh-
bouring Castile.  " It may be that knowing me to be absent from
my country the Castilians would essay to attack my domains, and
it would be a hard thing to remedy this latter, for they would find
the whole country without defence, and could do with it according
to their will."2    He expressed these and other objections at a
meeting attended by the heir to the throne, the Infante Dora
Duarte, his two confessors, Master Brother Joao Xina and Doctor
Brother Vasco Pereira, a number of leading citizens and members
of his council.    This meeting was held in strict secrecy.   He then
summoned his sons, the Infantes Dom Duarte, Dom Pedro and
Dom Henrique, and said to them : " You may hold, perchance,
that I am delaying unduly in the matter of which you have spoken
to me, and that here you may see a lack of desire on my part.
On the contrary, however, although my age is far in advance of
yours, I challenge you to have a firmer will than mine for the
accomplishment of such an action.    But because I have seen many
other enterprises, and because I have had experience of their great
difficulty, I know how hard they are to accomplish, a thing that is
still hidden from your eyes.    I told you the other day that before
giving you any reply I wished to know if such an enterprise was a *
service rendered to God, for this question is the foundation upon
which our labours should build.    The second question is to know
if we can accomplish it, for many things are good in themselves
and desirable to men, but men have not the power to achieve
them.   I know already that this is truly a service rendered to God,
and that from this point of view I ought to perform it.    It remains
to decide if I have the power to accomplish it ; and in this regard
I have had serious doubts, of which I will tender to you five,
which need not of necessity occur together, but of which each one
is enough to prevent the accomplishment of this project.   And
I will expound them to you that you may consider what they arc
worth."*
He then recapitulated his unwillingness to raise money for the
campaign by levying taxes on the people ; his belief that Ceuta
could not be taken without foreign aid ; his doubt concerning the
goodwill of the King of Castile ; his fear that in his absence the
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